September 24th, 2000

Hi Gavin

Got your letter yesterday from Trieste, I guess, dated September 10th – so it took 13 days to get here. The postmark is dated September 11th – from Saipan!! How did it get that far in only 1 day? Or do you have some post office unit on the boat called “Saipan”? Whatever, it is still good to get the letter. I was interested in the sniper’s hole. You say that is can’t be seen as it is well camouflaged. Probably true, but don’t make the mistake of assuming it can’t be found. That could be fatal. Military history is full of over-confidence, from impregnable castles to unsinkable ships, ‘infallible’ high tech that turns out to less that it should be, etc. Always assume the ‘enemy’ has people who are at least as good as you are and can even do the unexpected. Anyway, you are off to Tunisia. Seems to be a great country with a moderate government that has helped to develop the place and its people. I would like to go there some time myself. I’m surprised you didn’t go there before going to Croatia and Italy as you seem to be backtracking. After this, you then head towards Greece and Israel – is that correct?


Good that you are thinking about your options. If you go to university, I will help to pay for you if necessary. So don’t worry too much about that side of things. You mention about the UK and Australia. Is it easy to go from the US military/reserves to those in other countries? Also, as an instructor/teacher, you have to consider whether or not training in one country allows you to be employed in another. It is easier within Commonwealth countries as they are all loosely based on the British education pattern. But from US to Commonwealth countries may not be as easy. Still, we still have time to find out.


Also good to have your written address on the envelope of your letter. This is the first time I have seen you write it. I now realize that I made a few mistakes when you gave it to me on the ‘phone, but don’t think they were serious enough to stop you getting my mail. Are you receiving my letters – you have not mentioned anything yet?

Got a ‘phone call from Leonie the other day asking me to fax over a bank statement which her US bank had sent to CUHK. She needed it the next day for her residency application. Enquired at the desk downstairs and they could fax it for me – at a price! Minimum $40 for 1 page! Anyway, hope Leonie gets residency as that will save quite a lot of expense. Her call was only the second time in several months that she had contacted me (the other was an email about a week ago). While on holiday, she said she was not able to access a computer for the email I had been sending her each week. 


Have been following the Olympic games a bit, though not too seriously. It’s hard to know just how many of the winners have not resorted to drugs. The TV stations here got blasted over the opening ceremony as they stopped the broadcasts just before the climax to the ceremony with the lighting of the flame. Also, their broadcasts were full of ads! This is not the first time the local stations have done this sort of thing because of their other programmes. The last race of the lady’s surfboard (is this the term?) competition was yesterday. HK’s Lee Lai Sun, who won the gold in Atlanta 4 years ago, could only manage 6th place this time. 


Got a letter from Nana last week. In it, she mentioned that Christ’s College has a new principal. I am surprised! If this is correct, Mr Zordan has not stayed there very long. I wonder what the reason is. 


The other night, at about midnight, all the fire alarms went off. People weren’t exactly rushing for the exits however! Turned out that smoke detectors in the basement had detected smoke thus triggering the system. When I eventually went out, found that some people wee still using the lifts – hardly the thing to do if there is a fire!!


The weather is a little drier these days and so feels a bit cooler. I don’t notice the heat so much, having 24 hour air conditioning in the suite. Even fewer people in the pool now. On some days, I have it entirely to myself. May not be a good thing though, as they may close the pool season early if not many people use it!


The poor old Immigration Dept is still in trouble! The boy who disappeared in Shenzhen has still, unfortunately, not been found. It has been more than a month now. Also, they have been very reluctant to apologize to the boy’s family, though they have now done so. Not much else happening here. 


Nothing else I can think of writing about. Few entries in my diary. Think of you a lot. Cheers.

Dad
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